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ARALUEN NEWS         
11 May 2023 

Robyn LAMBLEY MLA     Member for ARALUEN 

 

                                         Time for a New Alice Springs Hospital 

Above - Rotary Volunteers 

Below  - Congress Mascots &  

Across - Mayor Matt Paterson  

Dear Residents  

There is a lot of positive things happen-
ing in Alice Springs at the moment. 

The milder weather brings a natural joy 
and relief to most of us.  

The festivals and events of the cooler 
month are also a source of great fun 
and happiness.  

The Bangtail Muster is one of the best 
examples of simple, innocent fun in the 
town.  

That half an hour drive down Todd Mall 
looking at the sea of smiling faces is 
gold.  

It has been a busy time with other    
festivities such as Wide Open Spaces, 
the Horse Racing Carnival and the   
Heritage Festival.  

The Alice Springs Show is just around 
the corner. I hope to see you out and 
about.  

Planning for a new Alice Springs Hospi-

tal is well overdue. Our current Hospital 

is serviceable but barely meets the  

massive demands of a population that 

includes people with the poorest health 

status in the country.                               

It is time the NT Government  and the 

Commonwealth Government committed 

the funding to provide a modern acute 

facility to the people of Central Australia. 

The current hospital is nearing its 50
th
 

anniversary. There is no space for ex-

pansion on site. Constant upgrades and 

repurposing areas to meet the changing 

needs has become inefficient and    

enormously expensive. The old core of 

the hospital has antiquated fixtures and 

fittings that do not meet modern medical 

standards.                                               

It takes approximately 10 years for a 

Hospital such as this to be planned and 

delivered. The last hospital built in the 

NT was the Palmerston Regional Hospi-

tal completed in 2018 at a cost of ap-

proximately $300m. This hospital has 

never reached its full potential and in 

hindsight should have been built in Alice 

Springs where the need for acute health 

services is enormous for the relatively 

small regional population of 50,000 peo-

ple in Central Australia.                       

The location of a new hospital will ulti-

mately be determined by the community, 

but it would ideally be located some-

where that will be central to the future 

expansion of Alice Springs and on 

enough land to grow to meet future 

needs.                                                   

My view is land adjacent to the airport 

would be ideal. There should be an   

emphasis on serving the special health 

and cultural needs of desert Aboriginal  

people who account for approx. 70% of 

inpatient days at any one time. Culturally 

appropriate spaces and facilities would 

be incorporated.                                     

A new hospital should include all the 

current services, plus contain a fully 

equipped rehabilitation unit and            

hydrotherapy pool.                                              

The current hospital could be retained 

as a health precinct and provide primary 

health and non-acute services such as 

the existing Baker IDI and Palliative 

Care Hospice and be developed to    

include other allied services and clinics.  

New Medicare Urgent Care Clinic 

The federal Government and the NT 

Government have just announced    

funding to establish a  new Medicare 

Urgent Care Clinic (UCC) in Alice 

Springs.  This will be delivered by   

CONGRESS or the Central Australian 

Aboriginal Congress. This clinic will   

provide bulk billed treatment for urgent 

but non-life-threatening emergencies. 

They will be open extended hours,    

seven days a week. The UCC  is       

designed to reduce demand pressure on 

the Alice Springs Hospital and         

emergency department presentations in 

partner hospitals by providing patients 

with short term, episodic care for urgent 

conditions that are not immediately     

life-threatening.  

Bangtail Muster 
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Federal Budget response to Alice Springs Crime Crisis 

Major Cut for Alice Springs  

The NT Budget was delivered on Tues-
day 9th May 2023. From a Central Aus-
tralian perspective there is not much 
new spending coming our way.  
The NT Labor Government is on track 
to rack up a staggering debt of $10 bil-
lion in 2 years. Territorians will now be 
paying $1.3 million per day in debt re-
payments. The economy of the NT   
remains sluggish with crime having a 
damaging impact. Tourism numbers are 
down significantly across the whole of 
the NT. The Government is clearly pin-
ning its hopes for the future on the   
expansion of the mining industry. 

In February in response to the “crime crisis”  the Prime Minister announced $250m 

would be allocated to Alice Springs to increase community safety. 

During the Budget this week the details of where this money would be allocated 

were released, however only $155M is currently allocated, with $94M being held 

as “contingency” funds. 

The $155m will be allocated to the following areas” 

 $50.0m over four years for infrastructure projects 

 $40m over two years to schools to   improve school attendance  

 $23m over four years to expand the Child & Youth Assessment & Treatment 

Service the development of the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress Abo-

riginal Corporation’s ‘Health Hub’ in Alice Springs 

 $10m over four years for justice reinvestment initiatives to reduce crime 

 $10m over three years for broadband and mobile services upgrades for re-

mote communities 

 $9m over three years to address community safety and early intervention and 

crime prevention projects for First Nations people 

Most of the funding initiatives in the 2023 NT Budget are old funding commitments, 
some as old as 7 years.  
In fact there is not much difference between this 2023 Budget and the 2022 Budget 
for Alice Springs. The NT Government is failing to deliver on projects in Central 
Australia. The list of infrastructure projects that have not started and not been com-
pleted in Alice Springs is long. These include: 

The largest new funding commitment 
for Alice Springs is an expansion of the 
Alice Springs Corrections Centre. With 
crime escalating to unprecedented lev-
els in the NT, the demand for prison 
beds has also skyrocketed. The prison 
is facing acute over-crowding. The 
Government intends to install “modular 
accommodation pods” that will provide 
an extra 80 beds at the Alice Springs 
prison at a cost of $15.8m. This “crime 
crisis” seems to have been created by 
this Government, and is now forced to 
spend billions of tax payer dollars try-
ing to fix the problem.  

The Minister for Arts and Culture, 
Chansey Paech, has scrapped the Na-
tional Aboriginal Culture Centre. This 
project has been in the Budget for 7 
years, first announced in 2016 by the 
former CLP Government as a major 
tourism draw card and a national home 
of Aboriginal culture and spirituality. 
Together with the National Aboriginal 
Art Gallery, this project was designed 
to attract huge investment and tourism 
dollars into Alice Springs. Minister 
Paech has transferred the bulk of the 
remaining funding for the Cultural Cen-
tre into the National Aboriginal Art Gal-
lery budget, with $200,000 of the fund-
ing allocated to Desert Knowledge 
Australia. Chansey Paech is also Min-
ister for Desert Knowledge. 

2023 NT Budget  

NT Budget new announcements. 

2023 Budget News for Alice Springs  

Alice Springs Infrastructure 
Project 

Originally 
Announced 

Original 
funding  

Funding in 
2023 Budget 

Progress  

National Aboriginal Art Gallery 2016 $70m $64.486m Not started 

National Aboriginal  Culture 
Centre 

2016 $20m Funding cut Project cut 

 
Alice Springs CBD Revitalisa-
tion Project 

2017 $20m $7.377m In progress 

Alice Springs Juvenile           
Detention Centre 

2019 $10m $6.172m In progress 

Tourism Central Australia   
Centre 

2022 $5m $4.9m Not started 

Delivery of Industrial Land in 
Alice Springs 

2021 $16.1m $450,000 Not started 

Alice Springs Hospital          
Ambulatory Care Facility 

2019 $25.7m $24.663m Not started 

West MacDonnell National 
Park – new cycling track 

2018 $11.9m $11.274 Not started 

Flood mitigation – Alice 
Springs 

2018 $1m $10m Not started 

Head works for Kilgariff resi-
dential land & sporting facility 

2019 $4.9m $20.588m Not started 

Schwartz Cres & Stuart High-
way intersection upgrade 

2022 $7.6m $7.118m Not started 
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Public Housing Safety Officers work 

around the Territory at Public Housing 

properties and complexes to reduce 

antisocial behaviour and increase the 

safety of the residents and nearby 

neighbours. 

Public Housing Safety Officers have 

authority to interact with people on  

Public Housing land, and can undertake 

a range of actions to reduce antisocial 

behaviours, including; moving on      

non-residents; pouring out alcohol;  

banning people and seizing dangerous 

items. 

In matters related to violence, including 

domestic violence or criminal              

investigation only Police have an       

authority to act. 

If you wish to make a complaint about 

antisocial behaviour you can report it to 

the Public Housing Safety Hotline or call 

the Alice Springs Housing office.  

If a matter is an emergency or you   

believe it may involve violence contact 

the Police on 000. 

Public Housing Safety Hotline 
Phone: 1800 685 743 
Alice Springs Public Housing office  
Phone:  (08) 8951 5344  
Monday to Friday - 8am to 4pm. 

 

Crime in Alice Springs 

There is a saying “good fences make 

good neighbours” and similarly, bad 

fences make bad neighbours. Around 

Araluen there has been a series of 3 

metre high chain mesh fences built at 

Public Housing properties. The fences 

are understood to improve the safety 

and amenity of these houses.  

I was contacted by several community 

members concerned about using chain 

mesh for the erection of these fences 

and I wrote to the Minister for Housing to 

query this matter. 

The Minister for Housing responded that 

“chain mesh fencing is the preferred 

standard of fencing material”.  

With crime such an ever present con-

cern for many in Alice Springs, any im-

provements of safety for housing can 

only be a good idea, and it is hoped that 

these fences will make their occupants 

feel more secure in their homes.  

The Araluen electorate contains many 

public housing assets and our office is 

regularly contacted by members of the  

community with concerns about          

particular properties. 

As a result of these reports I recently 

wrote to Hon. Selena Uibo, Minister for 

Housing to asking for information on the 

proposed use of land on which houses 

had been demolished, located at 3 

Ashwin Street, 20 Lewis Street and 20 

Nicker Crescent. 

In response, Minister Uibo advised that 

“all these sites will be considered for 

future redevelopment” and that “20  

Nicker Crescent has an opportunity for 

increased yield, being zoned Low      

Medium Density Residential, which   

allows for the construction of multiple 

dwellings”.  

This might mean that 20 Nicker Cres-

cent could be the site of a new smaller 

unit  complex, not on the same scale as 

the Mokari Flats, which are  located 

nearby.                                               

The large public housing unit complexes 

in Gillen, namely Mokari Flats and Keith 

Lawrie have for decades been hotspots 

for crime and antisocial behaviour, so it 

can be hoped that extensive public   

consultation would occur prior to the 

construction of any new public housing 

complexes. 

In an effort to improve the Public    

Housing sector, last year the NT       

Government announced that 250    

houses, which may include the well 

known Mokari and Keith Lawrie Flats 

would be transferred to a Community 

Housing Provider.  

The transfer of NT Public Housing    

properties away from government     

control to Community Housing Providers 

is part of a strategy to increase the    

public housing sector and attract        

non-government investment to this   

sector.  

Community Housing Central Australia, 

an Aboriginal controlled not-for-profit 

organisation, is expected to be the        

Community Housing Provider which 

eventually acquires management of 

these  properties.  

 

Public Housing Safety   

Officers 
Pubic Housing in Araluen 

Latest Crime Stats 

Public Housing Fencing 

In April the NT Police released the year 

on year crime statistics up to the end of 

February, and unfortunately and unsur-

prisingly it showed enormous increases 

in alcohol fuelled violence and property 

offences. 

The disastrous lifting by the NT        

Government of the Stronger Futures 

alcohol restrictions is still being felt by 

the community, as can be seen in the 

graph below. 

The new controls on the purchase of 

alcohol introduced in January by a   

panicky Government to try and curb  

alcohol fuelled violence are, anecdotally, 

slowly making a difference but this is of 

little comfort to the victims of these 

abuses.  

Recently Lhere Artepe, the organisation 

representing the Native Title holders of 

Alice Springs, launched a Traditional 

Owners Patrol  in and around the CBD. 

Similar community and culturally orien-

tated patrols have been  successfully 

rolled out in several jurisdictions around 

the country. We shall cross our fingers 

and hope that it is equally successful in 

Alice Springs.  
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Seniors Card 

There are three types of benefits available to seniors in the 

NT; the Seniors Card; NT Seniors Recognition Scheme and 

the NT Concession Scheme (these later two were previous-

ly NT Carers and Concession Scheme).  

 

Seniors Card 
Seniors Cards are for permanent Northern Territory (NT) 
residents aged 60 years or older. It can help you make    
savings on everyday living costs. 

 Travel for free on public buses in Darwin and Alice     
Springs 

 Get an $55 annual discount on private vehicle registration, 
Partnering with NT Businesses  
Seniors Card offers Business Partners the opportunity to 
promote its discounts business to over 30,000 seniors 
across the Northern Territory. 
A copy of the NT Seniors Card Business Directory can be 
found at COTA NT, 50+ Community Centre at 11 Wills   
Terrace, by contacting Fran Kilgariff (Central Australian 
Representative & Seniors Card) – 0438 635 354 or at the 
Araluen Electorate Office. 
 
NT Seniors Recognition Scheme 
If you are a Northern Territory (NT) resident aged 65 or 
over, you may be eligible for the NT Seniors Recognition 
Scheme. 
The scheme recognises the valuable contribution senior 
Territorians make to our community. 
What is included: 

As a member, you get a $500 prepaid card each financial 
year to spend as you choose. 
When to apply 
If you are a current member, you should receive a letter 
early in the year prompting you to confirm your details, 
which will allow your new $500 prepaid card to be reissued. 
If you miss this date and your application is approved: 

 you will get your first prepaid card for the next financial 
year and your card will be issued to you after 1 July. 

NT Concession Scheme 

The recently released NT Budget set out concessions avail-
able to seniors, which includes power, water and sewerage, 
council rates, garbage vehicle registration and eye glasses.  

 

 

Mary Miles at the opening of the Old Timers Cottages Exhibit 

Gillen School Mothers Day Market    
Gillen Primary School -12 May 
 
Alice Food Festival 
St Philips—12 May 
 
Mother’s Day 
Sunday 14 May 
 
Alice's Longest Desert Lunch   
Olive Pink Botanic Gardens  
20 May  
 
Steiner School Fair          
Ragonessi Road—27 May  
 
Finke Desert Race 
Friday 9 to Monday 12 June 
 
Beanie Festival 
Araluen Art Centre — 23-26 June 
 
Alice Springs Show 
Blatherskite Park -  7 & 8 July 
 
Red Centre Nats 
Friday 1 to Sunday 3 September 
 

Finke 9th to 12th June 

23rd June 2023 

Upcoming Events 


